
Undoubtedly, surrounding reliefs (mountains and hills; the topography) of a specific place are the 
primary indicators as to the formation of the soils in that area. In this case, the mountain ranges of 
the Pyrenees and Sistema Ibérico (Ibérian Range) surrounding the subregions of Navarra and Rioja are 
the major contributors to the vineyard land in the southern portion of these areas.  

Of special note is the composition of what has been inserted into certain depositions and whether 
they have calcareous origins. Many high-quality wines are produced in more calcareous 
environments, so it’s important to note if it’s present.  

 
 
The Pyrenean Range 
The Pyrenean Range includes the Cantabrian Range, which starts next to the northernmost subzone 
of the Iberian Massif, in the north coast of Galicia, where it rises from the ocean and runs east along 
the northern Atlantic Spanish coastline until it draws a natural barrier and border between France 
and Spain and ends at the Mediterranean Sea. Spanning around 800km (~500 miles) from east to 
west and 150km (~90 miles) from north to south, the geological history of this mountain chain 




